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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed October 10, 2006 has been entered. Claims 79, 90, 93, 99- 
102 have been amended. Claims 79-82, 84-102 are pending in this Office Action. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 96-97 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 96- 
97 depend upon a non-existent claim 83. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 79-82, 84-102 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Duwaer et al. (US 5,959,627 A), hereinafter "Duwaer". 



As per claim 79, Duwaer teaches a method for managing metadata of content 
files using an electronic device comprising: 
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• "obtaining from a persistent metadata database, metadata for the content files" at 
Col. 3 lines 40-65; 

• "displaying on a display of the electronic device, a first column having a plurality 
of rows for track names corresponding to a plurality content files" at Fig. 5; 

• "displaying on a display of the electronic device, at least one of: a second column 
having a plurality of rows for artist names corresponding to the plurality of rows 
for track names, a third column having a plurality of rows for album names 
corresponding to the plurality of rows for track names, and a fourth column 
having a plurality of rows for genre names corresponding to the plurality of rows 
for track names" at Fig. 5. 



As per claim 80, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, wherein "said 
persistent database is a relational database" at Col. 5 lines 23-60 and Fig. 7. 

As per claim 81 , Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, wherein "said 
persistent database is a semi-relational database" at Col. 5 lines 23-60 and Fig. 7. 

As per claim 82, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, wherein "said 
persistent database is an object-oriented database" at Col. 5 lines 23-60 and Fig. 7. 

As per claim 84, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, wherein "said 
persistent database is a tabular database" at Col. 5 lines 23-60 and Fig. 7. 

As per claim 85, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, wherein "said 
persistent database is queryable" at Col. 3 lines 10-25. 
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As per claim 86, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, wherein "said 
persistent database persists separately from the content files" at Col. 3 lines 40-50. 

As per claim 87, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, wherein "at least one 
column of said track names, artist names, album names, and genre names has a blank 
entry" at Col. 3 lines 10-25 and Fig. 3. 

As per claim 88, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 87, wherein "said blank 
entry is saved as a named entry" at Col. 3 lines 10-25. 

As per claim 89, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, wherein "said track 
names correspond to a content file associated with at least one of a genre, artist, and 
album" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 90, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 89, further comprising: 
"receiving an indication of a selection of a genre of content files, and displaying of a 
column having a plurality of rows for track names corresponding to plurality of content 
files of a genre in response to receiving the indication, the plurality of content files being 
content files of the selected genre" at Col. 4 lines 10-65 and Figs. 4-5. 

As per claim 91 , Duwaer teaches the method of claim 89, wherein the method 
comprises: "receiving a new metadata value for a metafield of a metadata record 
corresponding to a display track name, and in response to receiving the new metadata 
value, propagating the new metadata value to the corresponding metafield of each 
corresponding metadata record for the content files of the selected genre" at Fig. 3. 

As per claim 92, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 89, wherein the method 
further comprises "receiving a selection of one of the displayed track names, and in 
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response to receiving the selection, rendering the content file corresponding to the 
selected display track name" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 93, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 89, wherein "the display 
of said second column of a plurality of rows for artist names or said third column of a 
plurality of row for album names, is simultaneous with the display of said first column 
having a plurality of rows for track names corresponding to a plurality of content files of 
a genre" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 94, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, further comprising 
"storing said persistent database on a computer readable medium" at Col. 3 lines 40-50. 

As per claim 95, Duwaer teaches the method of claim 79, further comprising: 
"obtaining an indication from an input device to change at least one meta data value in 
said persistent database and automatically storing said indicated change in said 
persistent database" at Fig. 3. 

As per claim 96-102 recite similar limitations as in claims 79-95 and therefore 
are rejected by the same reasons. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed October 10, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses applicant's argument. 
Claims 79 and 92: 

Regarding claims 79 and 92, Applicant's argued that Duwaer fail to teach listing a 
plurality of track names in rows corresponding with a plurality of rows for album names, 
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artist names and/or genre names." On the contrary, Duwaer clearly teaches theses 
limitations at Fig. 5 reproduced below, with extra labels and arrows added for 
explanation purpose: 
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Claims 80-82, 84-96 and 98-102. 

Regarding claim 84, applicant argued that Duwaer fails to teach "tabular 
database". On the contrary, as seen in Fig. 5 above, Duwaer clearly teaches data 
stored in table comprises rows and columns. 

Regarding claim 88, applicant argued that Duwaer fails to teach "saving a blank 
as a named entry". On the contrary, Duwaer teaches at Col. 3 lines 10-25 that "Other 
fields may or may not be left empty". Duwaer's empty fields saved in the database are 
corresponding to the claimed limitation "saving a blank as a named entry". 

Regarding claim 91, applicant argued that Duwaer fail to teach propagating 
changes to metadata across rows. On the contrary, Duwaer teaches at Fig. 3 a user 
interface for adding or modifying metadata in to selected songs, these changes will in 
turn reflect in the rows displayed in Fig. 5. 



Application/Control Number: 09/575,403 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2166 

In light of the foregoing arguments, the 35 U.S.C 102 and rejection is hereby 
sustained. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date! of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4116. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Khanh B. Pham 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2166 
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